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The Middle East Journal, Volume 77, Number 1, Summer 2023, p. 69. Harriet Allsopp describes extensively
the rise of Syrian Kurdish political parties since 1957 in The Kurds of Syria, Tauris 2015, Netjes and Hauch, The

Gordion Knot of Kurdish Unity Talks in Syria, https://www.atlanticcouncil.org/blogs/menasource/the-gordi-
an-knot-of-kurdish-unity-talks-in-syria/ 22 September 2020, Netjes and Van Veen, Henchman, Rebel, Demo-
crat, Terrorist, The YPG/PYD during the Syrian Conflict Clingendael, April 2021, p. 60-65: Intra Syrian Kurdish
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(17) Fighting ISIS: The Road to and beyond Raqqa, 28 April 2017, https://www.crisisgroup.org/mid-

dle-east-north-africa/eastern-mediterranean/syria/b053-fighting-isis-road-and-beyond-ragga
(18) - More on SDF/YPG and FSA in 2016 in West Euphrates, see Netjes, Arab Syrian IDPs of Tal Rifaat also

Want to go home, https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/policy-analysis/arab-syrian-idps-tal-rifaat-also-want-

go-home, 12 August, 2022
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(21) Netjes, Shifting Lines and IDPs, Azaz, Afrin, and the HTS Incursion: https://www.washingtoninstitute.org

policy-analysis/shifting-lines-and-idps-azaz-afrin-and-hts-incursion, 31 October 2022

(22) Robin Yassin-Kassab, ‘Democratic Confederalism’ or Counter-revolution? https://www.newarab.com

opinion/democratic-confederalism-or-counter-revolution, 22 February 2016

(23) Netjes and Hauch, The Gordian knot of Kurdish unity talks in Syria, https://www.atlanticcouncil.org/

blogs/menasource/the-gordian-knot-of-kurdish-unity-talks-in-syria/, 22 September 2020.
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(26) Van Dam, Destroying a Nation, (2017), p. 116/117.
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(32) https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/01436597.2018.1552131, pages 74-91, published on-
line 21 Jan 2019

(33) Idem, see for more literature about Children being conscripted in armed conflict; Recruiting children for
armed conflict, child soldiers in the age of fractured states, by J.C. Andvig and S. Gates, in 2010, https://scholar.

google.com/scholar?hl=it&as sdt=0%2C5&qg=child+recruitment+armed+conflict&btnG=&oq=child+recruit-

ment+armed, Definitions of Child Recruitment and Use in Armed Conflict: Challenges for Early Warning, by
M. Hurtado and A. Iranzo Dosdad, 2018, https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/13698249.2023.2
167042

(34)Ibid. https://apnews.com/article/syria-child-recruitment-d4d48148e0b04e5649aa-
43f540988ace
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(55) More on Kurdish Ark News: https://www.arknews.net/node/38866

(56) Some reports from recent months: “Revolutionary Youth Organization kidnaps a Minor from
Sheikh Magsoud (Aleppo), https://twitter.com/YekitiMed/status/1728100874176590331?s=08, “Rev-
olutionary Youth Organization kidnapped a Boy from Manbij” https://twitter.com/YekitiMed/sta-
tus/1726338853714215305?s=08, “PYD armed men kidnap two girls from Qamishlo”, https://twitter.com/
YekitiMed/status/1715844266151256463?s=08, “Revolutionary Youth Organization kidnapped a Child
Girl from Qamishlo” https://twitter.com/YekitiMed/status/1715844399895097836?5s=08, “Revolutionary
Youth Organization kidnapped 2 Kids” https://twitter.com/YekitiMed/status/1695281236221325632?s=08,
“Revolutionary ~ Youth  Organization  kidnapped 13 Kids”,  https://twitter.com/YekitiMed/sta-
tus/1691910949182255487?2s=08 , “Revolutionary Youth Organization kidnapped 4 children from Kobane
and Qamishlo. https://twitter.com/YekitiMed/status/1756389665676918868?s=08, “The family of a kid-
napped-child holds a sit-in in Qamishlo amid threats from the Revolutionary Youth”, https://bit.ly/3W4eU-

ZL “The father of a minor appeals to human rights organizations to return his kidnapped daughter”, https://
twitter.com/YekitiMed/status/1752051437834559927?s=08, “Revolutionary Youth Organization kid-
napped a girl from Amuda”, https://bit.ly/4b3Vrw| “A Kurdish family appeals to the relevant organizations

to return their daughter, who was kidnapped by Joanne Shurshakar”, https://twitter.com/YekitiMed/sta-
tus/1743920164582949323?s=08, “3 months after they were kidnapped by the Women's Protection Units,

Merav and Simel return to their family”

(57) https://www.arknews.net/node/37873
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(58) https://bit.ly/49MVARQ

(59) Orient TV recently stopped broadcasting, but they aired several reports: https://orient-news.net/ar/news

show/185445

(60) https://renanetjes.substack.com/p/kidnapping-of-kurdish-assyrian-yazidi

(61)https://shaam.org/news/syria-news/almrsd-alaashwry-ydyn-khtf-b-y-d-shabh-msyhyh-fy-algamshly-
wathamha-b-altjss

(62)https://twitter.com/snhr/status/17310254434895057252s=08 https://twitter.com/snhr/status/172697
5607802864098?s=08,https://twitter.com/snhr/status/1726623937914867950?s=08, https://twitter.com
snhr/status/1725471566517985327?2s=08, https://twitter.com/snhr/status/1723316943384379535?s=08,
https://twitter.com/snhr/status/1721881120722292957?s=08, https://twitter.com/snhr/sta-
tus/1721474938786189725?s=08

(63) https://bit.ly/4al koOc

(64) Covering a protest in Qamishli against child abductions by SDF:https://bit.ly/3]pAYGM
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(67) Al-Jabassini Civil resistance to Military conscription in Kurdish areas of northern Syria, Journal of Peace-

building & Development. December 2017. Vol. 12, No. 3 (December 2017), p.104-110

(68) https://youtu.be/afg8unmWmG8?si=ytS11j2jcNWw200u, https://vimeo.com/650790514 , https://bit.

ly/3W6TU4y
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condemning-the-arrest?r=22v161&utm_campaign=post&utm_medium=web

(70) HRW, Under Kurdish Rule, Abuses in PYD-run Enclaves of Syria, June 2014,

https://www.hrw.org/report/2014/06/19/under-kurdish-rule/abuses-pyd-run-enclaves-syria
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